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Virut Malware: File Infection

and Recovery

What it is Virut is a Windows file-infecting virus that also turns your PC into
part of a botnet. It slips its code into many EXE or SCR files and then connects

to attacker-controlled IRC servers to get commands. It changes its look each...
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What it is

Virut is a Windows file-infecting virus that also turns your PC into part of a botnet. It slips its
code into many EXE or SCR files and then connects to attacker-controlled IRC servers to get
commands. It changes its look each time (polymorphic), which makes detection and cleaning
harder.

Why it matters

One Virut hit can corrupt tons of programs, crash Windows, and pull in more malware. For big
outbreaks, a full reinstall is often the safest fix.

How it works

e Infect: runs once, then patches other EXE/SCR files it finds.
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e Spread: jumps via shared folders and USB drives.
e Control: phones home to IRC to download and run more payloads.

e Persist: any leftover copy can re-infect cleaned files.

Red flags

Many normal apps suddenly won’t start or get flagged as infected.
e New infections show up after every reboot or scan.
e Unknown processes sending steady traffic to odd servers.

e More crashes than usual, BSODs, or broken executables across folders.

Do it right

¢ Isolate now: disconnect from the internet and stop using USB drives.

e Back up personal files only (documents, photos). Do not back up EXE or DLL files.

o If infections are widespread, reinstall Windows or restore from a clean image.

e Change passwords from a known-clean device and check accounts for strange logins.

o After rebuild, update Windows and apps, install reputable anti-malware, and scan any

backups before restoring.

Widespread file infection changes the recovery plan

Preserve personal documents but do not carry unknown executable files, screensavers, or web
scripts into a clean environment. Disconnect the system and identify whether many programs
and system files were modified. Selective disinfection may leave damaged or still-infected
binaries, so a clean operating-system rebuild and reinstallation from signed sources is often more
trustworthy. Scan removable media and shared folders before reconnecting them. Change
credentials used on the host because additional malware may have been present. See file-

infecting virus for why replacing altered programs is safer than assuming every repair succeeded.
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https://support.gridinsoft.com/portal/en/kb/articles/file-infecting-virus
https://support.gridinsoft.com/portal/en/kb/articles/file-infecting-virus

NEED MORE HELP?
We are here when the guide is not enough.

Visit the Gridinsoft Support Center for current product guidance or submit a support request with

the details of your case.

Open this guide online at support.gridinsoft.com
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