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Quick answer: Virut is a family of polymorphic Windows viruses known for appending
code to executable files such as .exe  and .scr  and for opening an IRC-based backdoor.
One infected system can contaminate many programs and writable shares. Because
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modified files may be damaged and can restart the infection, a trusted reimage plus
restoration of non-executable data is often safer than attempting to disinfect every file.

01 What is Win32/Virut?

Virut was especially active in the late 2000s and early 2010s. It is a true file-infector family rather
than a single standalone Trojan: malicious code is inserted into other executable files. Variants
are polymorphic, meaning the inserted code changes to complicate simple signature matching.
Some variants also altered web files to add malicious frames or redirects.

Microsoft’s Win32/Virut threat description documents infection of executable and screen-saver
files, process injection, and backdoor connections. The exact behavior varies by variant, so
current security telemetry and sample analysis should guide an incident.

02 How Virut spreads and persists

When active in memory, Virut can infect executable files that the system or user accesses.
Writable network shares and removable media can expose other computers when contaminated
programs are copied or launched. Pirated software, key generators, compromised downloads,
and already infected file collections historically helped distribute the family.

The backdoor can contact an IRC server for commands and additional payloads. Even if historical
command infrastructure is unavailable, the infected files remain untrusted and may contain
functional malicious code. A later actor or secondary payload can also create independent
persistence.

03 Signs of infection

security software reports Virut in many unrelated executable or .scr  files;

detections return after cleaning or after applications are restored;

programs crash, change size or hash, or fail signature validation;

unexpected IRC-like outbound traffic or connections appear from ordinary processes;
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web files contain unknown iframe or redirect code in variants that modify HTML;

the same detections appear on writable shares or removable drives.

A generic Virut detection on one file may represent a working infection, an infected file that
cannot execute in the present context, or a damaged remnant. Do not dismiss it, but confirm with
multiple scanners or analysis and check for memory-resident activity and additional affected files.

04 Why disinfection can fail

A file-infector changes host programs rather than merely dropping one removable file. Antivirus
software may be able to reconstruct some infected files, but restoration is not always exact. Files
can be infected more than once, already corrupted, packed, digitally signed, or modified in a way
the cleaner cannot safely reverse. While an active infected process remains, cleaned files can be
infected again.

Deleting every detected executable can also leave Windows and applications unusable.
Reinstalling over the top of an active infection may contaminate the new files. This is why
widespread Virut infection normally requires isolation and offline recovery rather than repeated
clean-and-reboot cycles.

05 Immediate containment

1. Disconnect the device. Isolate it from networks, shares, removable media, and
synchronization services.

2. Stop opening files from it. Do not launch suspected programs on another computer.

3. Protect shared storage. Temporarily remove write access and scan for infected
executables and altered web content.

4. Preserve evidence. Record detections, paths, hashes, processes, and network
connections; retain representative samples under controlled handling.

5. Assess credentials. Because Virut provides backdoor capability, treat credentials used on
the host as potentially exposed and rotate them from a clean device.
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06 Recommended recovery

1. Back up essential user-created data only after review. Documents, photos, and plain data
are generally preferable to executables, scripts, screen savers, installers, macros, and web
code.

2. Wipe or replace the affected system volume and reinstall the supported operating system
from trusted media.

3. Install applications from original vendor sources rather than restoring old program folders or
installers.

4. Patch fully and enable current endpoint protection before reconnecting storage or networks.

5. Scan restored data and all removable or network locations that the infected host could write
to.

6. Reset affected credentials, revoke sessions, and monitor for backdoor or secondary-malware
activity.

For a single valuable infected executable, specialist disinfection may be attempted on a copy in
an isolated environment. It should not be the default way to trust an entire heavily infected
system. Keep original media and clean backups separate from the recovery workspace.

07 Preventing reinfection

Use supported Windows versions and current security software, restrict users from running
unapproved executables, and avoid pirated software and key generators. Scan removable media
and limit write access to shared application folders. Use application allow-listing and software-
distribution controls so users install programs only from approved sources.

Maintain versioned offline or immutable backups. Separate user data backups from application
installers, and test the ability to rebuild a workstation without copying program files from the old
disk. Monitor unusual IRC or other command-and-control traffic, but do not rely on historical
domains because infrastructure changes.
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08 Frequently asked questions

Is Virut still dangerous if its old IRC server is offline?

Yes. Infected executables are modified and untrusted, may still spread, and can damage
recovery. Secondary malware or different infrastructure may also be present.

Can I keep programs from an infected computer?

Do not restore executable files, installers, scripts, or application folders unless they are verified
clean. Reinstall software from trusted original sources.

Why does Virut return after antivirus cleanup?

An active infected process, missed executable, writable share, removable drive, or restored
contaminated backup can infect files again.

NEED MORE HELP?

We are here when the guide is not enough.
Visit the Gridinsoft Support Center for current product guidance or submit a support request with
the details of your case.

Open this guide online at support.gridinsoft.com
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