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TrickBot evolved from a banking Trojan into modular malware used for
credential theft, network discovery, lateral movement, and delivery of

ransomware. Learn how to respond.
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TrickBot is modular malware that began as a banking Trojan and developed into a
platform for credential theft, system discovery, lateral movement, command execution,
and delivery of additional malware. It has appeared in intrusion chains that led to
ransomware, so a detection should be treated as evidence of a wider compromise rather

than one unwanted file.

Parts of TrickBot infrastructure have been disrupted, and activity changes over time. Historical
age does not make an infected device trustworthy; stolen credentials and follow-on payloads

remain relevant even when the original botnet is less visible.

or. What TrickBot can do

Capability Potential impact

Credential theft Collection of browser, email, banking, domain, and remote-access data.
System and network Identification of valuable hosts, accounts, software, and domain
discovery structure.

Lateral movement Use of stolen credentials, remote services, and shared resources to reach

other devices.

Persistence and remote Continued access through services, tasks, modules, or downloaded
commands components.
Additional payload delivery Installation of tools for reconnaissance, data theft, or ransomware.

02 Typical infection chain

1. A user opens a malicious attachment, follows a phishing link, or another loader reaches the

device.
2. Aninitial script or executable establishes persistence and contacts command infrastructure.

3. TrickBot downloads modules selected for the victim and collects device and account

information.
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4. Operators explore the environment, steal more credentials, and move to additional systems.
5. Valuable networks may receive a follow-on payload after backups, security tools, and

administrative access are investigated.

Delivery methods vary by campaign. Do not assume every TrickBot detection uses the same

attachment, filename, hash, or command server.

o3 Warning signs

e A security alert naming TrickBot, TrickLoader, or a related loader and credential-theft

behavior.
e Unexpected scheduled tasks, services, or executables in user-profile and system directories.

e Unusual outbound connections, periodic command-and-control traffic, or connections to rare

domains.
e Authentication attempts from the infected device to many internal systems.

e Credential dumping, directory discovery, or remote administration from a normal user

workstation.
e Security tools or backup services disabled before additional alerts.

e Other malware detections on the same host or network soon afterward.

o2 Immediate response

1. Isolate the device from local networks, VPN, and shared storage.

2. Preserve evidence such as detection details, running processes, network connections,

scheduled tasks, services, and authentication logs.

3. Search the environment for the same delivery message, accounts, domains, processes,

persistence, and remote connections.

4. Protect backups and privileged systems before reconnecting or beginning broad

recovery.
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5. Disable compromised accounts and revoke sessions, but rotate credentials from clean

systems only.

6. Look for follow-on payloads and lateral movement rather than stopping after the first file

is quarantined.

os Removal and recovery

e Use updated endpoint security to identify known components, then validate that persistence

and secondary payloads are gone.

e Patch the initial access path and remove the malicious document, script, or loader that

delivered the infection.

e Reset affected domain, email, VPN, browser, and administrative credentials from trusted

systems.

e Review new accounts, group membership, remote-management tools, mail rules, tokens,

and backup-console access.

e Rebuild the device when administrator-level compromise, lateral movement, or infection

scope cannot be bounded.
e Monitor restored systems and identities for renewed access.

A clean scan alone is not enough. TrickBot may have already transferred credentials or installed a

different downloader, backdoor, or ransomware component.

o6 Prevention

e Filter risky email attachments and scripts and make reporting suspicious messages easy.
e Patch internet-facing systems and endpoints promptly.

e Use phishing-resistant MFA for remote and privileged access.

e Separate administrative accounts and restrict lateral movement between endpoints.

e Monitor credential access, new persistence, remote tools, and unusual authentication

patterns.
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e Protect backups with separate credentials and offline or immutable copies.

o7 Frequently asked questions

Is TrickBot a banking Trojan?

It began with banking and credential-theft capabilities, but later versions and operators used a
much broader modular toolset. Calling it only a banking Trojan understates the network and

ransomware risk.

Is TrickBot still dangerous after its infrastructure was disrupted?

An old infection remains serious because credentials and additional payloads may already be
present. Other malware can also reuse similar techniques or names. Respond to the observed

compromise, not only the current status of a brand.

Can antivirus remove TrickBot?

Security software can detect and remove components, but an organization must also investigate
stolen credentials, lateral movement, persistence, and follow-on malware. Rebuilding may be

safer when integrity cannot be established.

NEED MORE HELP?

We are here when the guide is not enough.

Visit the Gridinsoft Support Center for current product guidance or submit a support request with

the details of your case.

Open this guide online at support.gridinsoft.com
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