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Shareware is copyrighted software that a publisher distributes so people can evaluate it
before paying for continued use or additional features. The program may work for a
limited time, restrict certain functions, add reminders, or ask the user to register.
“Shareware” describes a distribution and licensing model; it does not mean the software
is public domain, open source, or automatically safe.

01 How shareware works

1. The publisher makes an evaluation copy easy to download and share under stated license
terms.

2. The user installs and tests the program before deciding whether it fits their needs.

3. A time limit, feature limit, usage cap, watermark, or reminder may encourage registration.

4. Payment provides a license key, removes restrictions, enables updates or support, or
authorizes continued use.

The exact rights come from the end-user license agreement. An evaluation copy can be free of
charge while still restricting redistribution, modification, commercial use, or use after the trial
ends.

02 Common types of shareware

Time-limited trial: most or all functions work for a fixed number of days.

Feature-limited trial: basic functions work, while advanced tools require a paid license.

Nagware: the program continues to work but repeatedly reminds the user to register.

Usage-limited software: the trial allows a fixed number of launches, exports, records, or
other actions.

Demo software: a restricted demonstration shows the interface or selected features and
may not support real production work.

Publishers sometimes use these labels differently, so the license and purchase page are more
reliable than the marketing term.
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03 Shareware vs. freeware, freemium, and open
source

Model Payment Typical rights or limits

Shareware Evaluation is free; continued or full
use may require payment

Copyright and license restrictions remain

Freeware No required purchase for the offered
version

Usually proprietary; modification and
redistribution may be restricted

Freemium A permanent basic tier is free;
premium features cost money

Often tied to an account or service plan

Open-source
software

May be free or sold Source-code rights are granted by an open-
source license

Public-domain
software

No copyright owner controls ordinary
reuse

Different from merely being free to
download

“Free software” can also refer to user freedoms rather than price. A program may be commercial
and open source, or free of charge and proprietary.

04 Is shareware safe?

Legitimate shareware is not malware. Risk comes from where the copy was obtained, what the
installer includes, and whether the old version still receives security updates. Third-party
download portals may wrap a genuine trial in their own installer, bundle adware, or offer a
modified copy. Cracks and key generators are especially risky because they ask users to disable
protection and run untrusted code.

05 Safe download checklist

Use the publisher’s official website or a store linked by the publisher.
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Check the domain carefully and avoid sponsored results that imitate the product page.

Verify the digital signature or published checksum when available.

Read the trial duration, renewal price, cancellation process, refund policy, and allowed uses.

Choose a custom installation option and decline unrelated offers.

Scan the installer, keep the program updated, and uninstall it if the trial is over or updates
have ended.

06 Frequently asked questions

Can shareware be copied legally?

Only as the license permits. Classic shareware often encouraged redistribution of an unchanged
evaluation copy, but that does not grant permission to sell, modify, or bypass its restrictions.

Is an expired trial malware?

No. A legitimate program may stop working or request payment when the trial ends. Unexpected
ads, browser changes, hidden subscriptions, or resistance to removal should still be investigated
as potentially unwanted behavior.

Is using a crack an extension of the trial?

No. It bypasses the license and may expose the computer to malware. Buy a license, choose a
legitimate alternative, or remove the program.

NEED MORE HELP?

We are here when the guide is not enough.
Visit the Gridinsoft Support Center for current product guidance or submit a support request with
the details of your case.

Open this guide online at support.gridinsoft.com
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