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Multipartite Virus: Infection,

Cleanup, and Prevention

A multipartite virus infects more than one part of a system, traditionally

executable files and boot records, allowing each part to restore the other.
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What it is

A multipartite virus is malware that attacks more than one place at once - for example the
boot sector and your files. That dual foothold helps it spread faster and makes cleanups tricky,

since removing one part can leave the other hiding.

How it works - quick tour
e Two-in-one infection: latches onto startup code and regular files.
e Multiple entry points: arrives via downloads, infected USBs, or email attachments.
e Ping-pong spread: the boot part reinfects files and infected files reinfect the boot.

e Persistence: survives reboots and can dodge basic cleanups.
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What you may notice

e Files won't open or show unexpected changes.
e System slows, crashes, or behaves oddly after startup.

e Security tools flag infections that keep coming back after removal.

Prevent it

e Keep OS and security tools updated and scan USBs automatically.
e Disable auto-run for removable media.
e Download software from official sources only.

e Maintain offline backups so you can restore clean copies if needed.

How to clean an infection safely

1. Disconnect removable media and isolate the computer if other devices show similar

detections.
2. Preserve important documents without copying unknown executables or bootable media.

3. Use updated security or trusted recovery media that can inspect both files and startup

areas.
4. Scan every connected drive before returning it to service.
5. If detections return, restore data onto a clean installation instead of repeatedly deleting

individual files.

The term mainly describes classic file-and-boot infectors. Modern malware more often combines
different persistence methods without being classified as a multipartite virus. Do not repair boot
records manually unless you understand the disk layout and have a verified backup; an incorrect

command can make an otherwise recoverable system unbootable.

support.gridinsoft.com 2/ 3


https://support.gridinsoft.com/portal/en/kb/articles/malware

NEED MORE HELP?
We are here when the guide is not enough.

Visit the Gridinsoft Support Center for current product guidance or submit a support request with

the details of your case.

Open this guide online at support.gridinsoft.com
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