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Quick answer: Madware is an informal term for aggressive advertising on mobile
devices. It may produce excessive pop-ups, full-screen ads, notification spam, redirects, or
misleading prompts outside the app where the user expected advertising. Remove the
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responsible app or permission, review browser settings, and scan the device.

01 Is madware malware?

Madware is not a standardized malware family. It overlaps with adware and potentially unwanted
applications. Some ad-supported apps clearly disclose ads and keep them inside the app; that
business model is not automatically malicious. Behavior becomes concerning when advertising is
deceptive, appears outside expected context, collects data without meaningful disclosure,
prevents normal use, or drives the user toward harmful downloads and scams.

A page claiming that the phone has “five viruses” is not a real device scan. Browser content
cannot inventory the entire phone by displaying an animation. Such pages often seek notification
permission, subscriptions, fake cleanup purchases, or installation of another app.

02 Common symptoms

Full-screen advertisements appear on the home screen or over unrelated apps.

Browser tabs or app-store pages open without an intentional action.

Notifications come from an unfamiliar app or a website with alarmist messages.

The home screen, search provider, default browser, or shortcuts change.

An app hides its icon, uses a generic name, or resists normal removal.

Battery, data, or processor use rises because ads and tracking run in the background.

03 How madware gets installed

It may be bundled with a free app, distributed through a third-party store, promoted by a
deceptive advertisement, or added through a malicious software-development kit. Browser
notification spam needs no installed app: a site may have convinced the user to press Allow.
Determine whether the source is an application, browser permission, device-management profile,
or accessibility service before resetting everything.
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04 How to identify the source

1. Note when the ad appears and which app was used immediately before it.

2. Review recently installed and recently updated apps, especially launchers, cleaners,
wallpapers, keyboards, QR tools, and unofficial utilities.

3. Check notification history or long-press the notification to reveal the responsible app or
website.

4. Review apps allowed to display over other apps, install unknown apps, use accessibility,
administer the device, or control notifications.

5. Check browser site notifications, pop-up permissions, home page, search engine, and
extensions.

05 Safe removal

Revoke unnecessary high-impact permissions before uninstalling the suspicious app. Remove
unrecognized browser notification permissions and clear the affected site’s data. Run Google Play
Protect or the device platform’s trusted security check and install system updates. If an app
blocks removal, restart in safe mode or use the device vendor’s documented procedure.

Factory-reset only when the source cannot be removed, privileged control may remain, or other
malware is detected. Back up personal documents and photos, not unknown APKs or a full unsafe
configuration. Change passwords from a clean device if credentials were entered into a promoted
page or a separate infostealer is found.

06 Prevention

Use official stores and verified publishers, read recent reviews critically, keep harmful-app
scanning enabled, and deny permissions unrelated to the app’s purpose. Avoid “Allow to
continue” notification prompts, cracked apps, and cleaners advertised through scare messages.
Paid ad removal should come through the app’s documented store purchase, not an unknown
payment page.
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07 Source

The term and core definition follow the Malwarebytes madware glossary. Android harmful-app
scanning behavior is documented in Google Play Protect Help.

NEED MORE HELP?

We are here when the guide is not enough.
Visit the Gridinsoft Support Center for current product guidance or submit a support request with
the details of your case.

Open this guide online at support.gridinsoft.com
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https://www.malwarebytes.com/glossary/madware
https://support.google.com/android/answer/2812853?hl=en
https://support.gridinsoft.com/portal/en/kb/articles/madware

