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01 What is an IoT botnet?

An IoT botnet is a group of compromised internet-connected devices under an attacker's control.
Common targets include routers, cameras, doorbells, network storage devices, and other smart
equipment. Each infected device becomes a bot that can scan for more victims, send spam, or
participate in a distributed denial-of-service attack.
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Many infections begin with default passwords, exposed management services, or firmware flaws.
Some malware survives only until the device restarts, but it can return quickly if the original
weakness remains.

02 Possible warning signs

The device becomes slow, unstable, or restarts without a clear reason.

Internet usage increases even when the device should be idle.

Router logs show repeated outbound connections or scans.

Settings change after a reboot or an unknown administrator account appears.

An internet provider reports abusive traffic from your connection.

These signs are not proof by themselves. Faulty hardware and vendor cloud services can produce
similar behavior, so confirm the model, firmware version, and expected network destinations
before drawing a conclusion.

03 How to secure a suspected device

1. Disconnect it from the internet-facing network.

2. Record the model and current settings before making changes.

3. Install firmware obtained directly from the manufacturer.

4. Perform a factory reset if the vendor recommends it.

5. Replace all default credentials with unique passwords.

6. Disable unused remote administration, port forwarding, and UPnP.

7. Reconnect the device on a separate guest or IoT network and monitor its traffic.

Also change the router password if it was reused on the device. A reset may remove malware
held in memory, but it will not repair unsupported firmware or weak configuration.
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04 Prevention

Choose products that receive security updates and allow passwords to be changed. Enable
automatic updates where practical, remove devices that are no longer supported, and limit
access with a firewall. Network separation prevents one compromised gadget from reaching
laptops and work systems. These controls also reduce the chance that a device will rejoin a
broader botnet.

NEED MORE HELP?

We are here when the guide is not enough.
Visit the Gridinsoft Support Center for current product guidance or submit a support request with
the details of your case.

Open this guide online at support.gridinsoft.com
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