
What it is

The Internet of Things (IoT) is the web of everyday devices that connect and talk to each other
- from smart TVs and speakers to thermostats, cameras, doorbells, cars, and factory sensors.
They share data and act automatically without much human input.

Why it matters

IoT makes life easier and boosts efficiency, but each device can become a doorway into your
home or business if it is insecure. Weak passwords, old firmware, and exposed services are
common pitfalls.

How it works - quick tour

Sensors + apps collect and send data to local hubs or the cloud

APIs let phones and services control devices and automate actions
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Firmware on the device runs the show and needs updates to stay safe

Common risks

Default or reused passwords that attackers guess quickly

Outdated firmware with known vulnerabilities

Open services or UPnP that expose devices to the internet

Excessive data collection that hurts privacy

Prevent it

Change default passwords and turn on MFA where available

Update firmware regularly and enable auto-updates

Put IoT on a separate Wi-Fi or VLAN and disable UPnP/remote admin

Only install trusted apps and skills and review permissions

Turn off features you do not use and limit cloud exposure

Home and small-office IoT checklist

Change default credentials and enable MFA for the vendor account when available.

Install firmware updates and replace devices that no longer receive security support.

Disable unused remote administration, port forwarding, UPnP, microphones, and cloud
features.

Put devices on a separate network with only the access they require.

Keep an inventory with owner, model, address, firmware, data collected, and retirement
date.

Review unexpected DNS or outbound traffic that may indicate an IoT botnet infection.
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https://support.gridinsoft.com/portal/en/kb/articles/mfa-multi-factor-authentication
https://support.gridinsoft.com/portal/en/kb/articles/iot-botnet


A factory reset does not secure a compromised cloud account. Change its password, revoke
sessions, and remove unknown integrations. Before selling or discarding a device, erase local
data, unlink it from the account, and confirm that stored video or telemetry is handled
appropriately.

NEED MORE HELP?

We are here when the guide is not enough.
Visit the Gridinsoft Support Center for current product guidance or submit a support request with
the details of your case.

Open this guide online at support.gridinsoft.com
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https://support.gridinsoft.com/portal/en/kb/articles/internet-of-things-iot

