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Quick answer: Intellectual property (IP) concerns creations such as inventions, software,
creative works, designs, and brands that may receive legal protection. Common

protections include copyright, patents, trademarks, and trade secrets. Cybersecurity helps
prevent unauthorized access, copying, alteration, and disclosure of the information behind

those assets. The applicable rights depend on the work, jurisdiction, and circumstances.

o1 What is intellectual property?

A digital file and the rights associated with its contents are different things. Possessing a copy of
a photograph or software package does not necessarily give someone permission to reproduce or
distribute it. Conversely, losing a device does not automatically transfer ownership of the

intellectual property stored on it.

In this context, IP means intellectual property, rather than Internet Protocol or an IP address. In a
business, an IP inventory might include product documentation, design files, software

repositories, brand assets, and confidential technical methods.

o2 Main types, with examples

e Copyright: protects qualifying original expression, such as written documentation, artwork,
and computer code. It does not generally protect an underlying idea simply because that

idea has been described.

e Patents: protect qualifying inventions through a grant process. Requirements and territorial

coverage matter; publishing an invention before seeking advice may affect protection.

o Trademarks: distinguish the goods or services of one business from those of others, for

example through a name or logo.

o Trade secrets: concern information whose value depends on secrecy and which is kept

confidential through reasonable measures.

¢ Industrial designs: may protect the appearance of a product. Other specialized rights also

exist, depending on the legal system.
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These categories can overlap. A software business may have copyright in its code, trademarks for
its product names, and trade secrets in unpublished technical know-how. Protection periods,
registration requirements, exceptions, and ownership rules are not identical across categories or

countries.

o3 Why trade secrets need access controls

WIPO identifies secrecy, commercial value arising from secrecy, and reasonable protective steps
as central features of trade-secret protection. A confidentiality agreement can support those
steps, but an unrestricted public download contradicts the practical goal of keeping information

confidential.

For example, a team sharing an unpublished manufacturing method should know who can access
it, why access is necessary, where copies may be stored, and when external access expires. The
legal consequences of a disclosure require case-specific assessment; technical containment alone

cannot determine whether trade-secret rights survive.

o« How digital intellectual property gets exposed

Common routes include compromised email accounts, public cloud links, excessive repository
permissions, supplier access, and mistaken uploads. Screenshots, exported archives, build
artifacts, and email attachments can reveal the same information as the original file. A backup

preserves availability but does not stop unauthorized copying.

Consider an illustrative incident: a contractor receives a link to one design folder, but inherited
permissions also expose unreleased designs. The useful correction is to review the actual access
scope and available evidence, rather than assume that a folder name or confidentiality label

enforces protection.

os Practical protection checklist

1. Identify valuable information and assign an owner who can approve access and sharing.
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2. Separate public material from confidential project records and restrict access by role.

3. Protect repository, email, and storage accounts with strong authentication and secure

recovery methods.

4. Use approved collaboration channels, review public links, and expire third-party access after

the project ends.

5. Keep version history, relevant access logs, and recoverable backups with appropriate

retention.

6. Record licenses, contributor agreements, and permitted uses so staff understand what they

may share.

os What to do after a suspected leak

Preserve relevant logs, timestamps, sharing settings, and copies of the exposed material before
routine retention removes them. Restrict unauthorized access and investigate affected accounts.
Identify which versions were available, who could obtain them, and whether download evidence

exists. Lack of a download log does not prove that no copy was made.

Involve the information owner, security responders, and qualified legal counsel to assess
contractual duties, available remedies, and any separate personal-data obligations. Avoid
publishing confidential details while explaining the incident. Removing a link stops future access

through that link but does not retrieve copies already distributed.

References: WIPQ's overview of intellectual property, trade secrets, and USPTO's comparison of

trademarks, patents, and copyright. Related: encrypted file transfer.

NEED MORE HELP?
We are here when the guide is not enough.

Visit the Gridinsoft Support Center for current product guidance or submit a support request with

the details of your case.

Open this guide online at support.gridinsoft.com
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https://www.wipo.int/en/web/about-ip/
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/trade-secrets
https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/basics/trademark-patent-copyright
https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/basics/trademark-patent-copyright
https://support.gridinsoft.com/portal/en/kb/articles/encrypted-file-transfer
https://support.gridinsoft.com/portal/en/kb/articles/intellectual-property

