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InstallCore is a software-bundling platform associated with installers that promote or add
extra applications. Security products commonly classify InstallCore components as
potentially unwanted because the added offers can be difficult to notice, unrelated to the
requested program, or capable of changing browser settings.
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InstallCore is a software-bundling platform associated with installers that
promote or add extra applications, including adware and other potentially
unwanted programs.
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01 Is InstallCore a virus?

InstallCore is better described as a bundler or potentially unwanted program (PUP/PUA) than as a
self-replicating virus. The exact risk depends on the installer and the offers it carries. One
package may only display a clearly disclosed recommendation, while another may use
preselected choices, confusing buttons, or a fake update prompt.

02 How it reaches a device

A download portal repackages a legitimate free application.

An Express or Recommended setup includes optional offers.

A deceptive advertisement presents the bundle as a browser, codec, or software update.

A user runs an installer copied from an unofficial mirror or file-sharing service.

Variants have targeted Windows and macOS. The bundled components, not only the original
installer, must be reviewed.

03 Possible symptoms

New applications or browser extensions appear after installing another program.

The homepage, search provider, or new-tab page changes.

Advertisements, redirects, or website notifications increase.

An unfamiliar updater, service, login item, or scheduled task runs in the background.

04 How to remove InstallCore components

1. Quarantine the detected installer and do not use it again.

2. Sort installed applications by date and remove unfamiliar items added with it.

3. Remove unknown extensions and revoke unwanted notification permissions.

4. Run a full anti-malware scan, restart, and scan again.
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5. Restore browser search, homepage, proxy, and DNS settings if they were changed.

Obtain a clean installer directly from the software publisher. In future setups, choose Custom or
Advanced options and decline unrelated offers. See Adware if unwanted advertising remains after
the bundle is removed.

NEED MORE HELP?

We are here when the guide is not enough.
Visit the Gridinsoft Support Center for current product guidance or submit a support request with
the details of your case.

Open this guide online at support.gridinsoft.com
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