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01 What is a host-based IDS?

A host-based intrusion detection system, or HIDS, monitors activity on one computer or server. It
can collect authentication events, process activity, file changes, service creation, registry
changes, and security policy updates. Rules or behavioral baselines then identify events that may
require investigation.
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A HIDS normally alerts rather than blocks. This distinction matters because an intrusion
prevention system can stop selected activity automatically, while an IDS is designed mainly to
provide visibility and evidence.

02 What a HIDS can detect

Unexpected changes to protected system or application files.

New services, startup entries, scheduled tasks, or administrator accounts.

Repeated failed logins and unusual privilege changes.

Security controls being disabled or audit logs being cleared.

Processes or scripts that violate an approved policy.

Detection quality depends on the data source and rules. A HIDS cannot reliably identify behavior
that it does not record, and an attacker with full control of the host may try to alter local logs.

03 Deployment checklist

1. Start with internet-facing servers, privileged workstations, and systems that hold sensitive
data.

2. Define which files, accounts, services, and configuration areas need monitoring.

3. Create a known-good baseline before enabling change alerts.

4. Send important events to a protected central destination.

5. Tune approved software updates and routine administrative work to reduce noise.

6. Assign an owner and a response process for each high-value alert.

7. Test that alerts still arrive when an endpoint is isolated or under load.
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04 Limits and complementary controls

One agent provides deep visibility into its own host, but it does not show the full network path of
an attack. Pair HIDS data with identity records, endpoint protection, and network detection and
response. A broader XDR platform may correlate these sources across multiple systems.

Review rules after major software changes and measure both missed detections and false alerts.
The goal is not to collect every event. The goal is to preserve useful evidence and help an analyst
decide what happened, which system is affected, and what action should follow.

NEED MORE HELP?

We are here when the guide is not enough.
Visit the Gridinsoft Support Center for current product guidance or submit a support request with
the details of your case.

Open this guide online at support.gridinsoft.com
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https://support.gridinsoft.com/portal/en/kb/articles/xdr-extended-detection-and-response
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