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01 What hacking means

Hacking is finding a way into a system that wasn’t meant to be used as a door. Sometimes it’s
done to fix problems (ethical hacking); other times it’s to steal data, spy, or cause damage
(malicious hacking).

02 Common attack paths

Phishing and fake login pages.

Weak or reused passwords.

Unpatched bugs in apps, VPNs, or websites.

Insecure Wi-Fi or exposed remote access.

03 Possible impact

Steal logins, personal or payment data.

Take over accounts or devices.

Plant malware or backdoors.

Lock files for ransom or sell access.

04 If you suspect a compromise

1. Disconnect from the internet; don’t log in to sensitive accounts.

2. Run a full anti-malware scan and remove findings.
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3. Change passwords from a clean device; enable MFA.

4. Review logins, sessions, and recovery options; sign out everywhere.

05 Reduce the risk

Use strong, unique passwords (a manager helps) + MFA.

Keep systems and apps updated.

Be cautious with links/attachments and public Wi-Fi.

Limit remote access; review who has admin rights.

06 Authorization changes the meaning

Security researchers and penetration testers work within written permission, a defined scope, and
rules for handling data. The same scan or exploit attempt without authorization may be illegal
and harmful. Do not test a website, account, or network simply because it is reachable from the
internet.

After a real compromise, preserve login and security logs before they expire, record affected
accounts and devices, and identify the initial access path. A scan can remove malware, but it
cannot revoke stolen sessions or repair every exposed account. Change credentials from a clean
device, enable MFA, and check whether phishing or an unpatched service caused the incident.

NEED MORE HELP?

We are here when the guide is not enough.
Visit the Gridinsoft Support Center for current product guidance or submit a support request with
the details of your case.

Open this guide online at support.gridinsoft.com
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https://support.gridinsoft.com/portal/en/kb/articles/mfa-multi-factor-authentication
https://support.gridinsoft.com/portal/en/kb/articles/phishing
https://support.gridinsoft.com/portal/en/kb/articles/hacking

