
What it is

A GUID is a 128-bit ID that’s designed to be unique. It looks like a long string of letters and
numbers with hyphens, for example 550e8400-e29b-41d4-a716-446655440000 . Windows and many
apps use GUIDs to tag things so they can tell them apart every time.

Where you will see it

Windows components, registry keys, COM objects, and drivers

Software installers, license and device IDs

Logs, crash reports, and configuration files
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Why it matters

GUIDs keep systems organized and reduce mix-ups between files or settings. They are not

passwords and not personal data by themselves, but sharing raw logs with GUIDs can reveal
internal structure or aid targeted troubleshooting, so treat them like technical details you only
share when needed.

Quick notes

“GUID” in Microsoft land is the same idea as a UUID elsewhere

Format is typically 8-4-4-4-12 hexadecimal characters

They are practically unique for real-world use cases

Can a GUID identify a person?

A GUID value does not contain a name or email address by itself. Context matters: an application
can store a GUID as an installation or device identifier and associate it with an account on its
server. Treat diagnostic logs containing such identifiers as support data, and remove account
tokens or unrelated personal details before sharing them publicly.

GUID, hash, and secret are different

A GUID labels an object. A hash is calculated from data and can help compare its integrity. A
password, API key, or session token grants access and must remain secret. Never delete an
unfamiliar registry key just because its name is a GUID; first identify the owning application and
create a backup. Many normal Windows components use GUID-shaped keys.

NEED MORE HELP?

We are here when the guide is not enough.
Visit the Gridinsoft Support Center for current product guidance or submit a support request with
the details of your case.

Open this guide online at support.gridinsoft.com
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https://support.gridinsoft.com/portal/en/kb/articles/one-way-encryption
https://support.gridinsoft.com/portal/en/kb/articles/globally-unique-identifier-guid

