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A dropper is malware designed to unpack and install one or more malicious files carried
inside it. The dropper is usually an early stage of an infection rather than the final threat.
Its payload may be ransomware, spyware, a password stealer, a backdoor, or another
type of malware.
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01 Dropper vs. downloader

A dropper contains the files it installs, often in encrypted, compressed, or obfuscated form. It can
therefore release a payload without downloading it from the internet. A downloader retrieves a
payload from a remote server. Real campaigns can combine both methods: a document launches
a dropper, which installs a downloader, which then fetches additional modules.

02 How a dropper infection works

1. The user opens a malicious attachment, fake update, cracked application, or repackaged
installer.

2. The dropper checks the system, evades analysis, and decodes its embedded files.

3. It writes a payload to disk or loads it directly into memory.

4. It may create a scheduled task, service, startup entry, or registry change for persistence.

5. The payload begins its own activity, while the original dropper may remain, delete itself, or
download more components.

03 Possible warning signs

A new process, service, task, or startup item appears immediately after opening a file.

Security tools stop, exclusions change, or updates fail.

Temporary folders contain newly created executables or scripts with random names.

The device contacts unfamiliar domains or IP addresses and then shows symptoms of
another malware family.

CPU, disk, or network activity rises without a clear application in use.

These signs are not proof by themselves. Some droppers run quickly and leave only the payload
behind, so finding and deleting the original file does not mean the device is clean.
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04 How to remove a dropper and its payloads

1. Disconnect the device from the network if active compromise or data theft is suspected.

2. Do not run the source file again. Record its filename and origin, then quarantine it.

3. Run a full anti-malware scan and remove every detected component, not only the dropper.

4. Restart the device and scan again to catch persistent or delayed files.

5. Review startup items, scheduled tasks, services, browser extensions, and security
exclusions.

6. Change important passwords from a known-clean device if a stealer or backdoor may have
run.

Install software only from the publisher's official source, avoid cracked programs, keep
applications patched, and treat unexpected archives or script files as high risk. Organizations
should also restrict script interpreters where practical and monitor unusual child processes from
office applications and installers.

NEED MORE HELP?

We are here when the guide is not enough.
Visit the Gridinsoft Support Center for current product guidance or submit a support request with
the details of your case.

Open this guide online at support.gridinsoft.com
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