
CONTENTS

In this guide
01 Downloader vs dropper vs loader 02 How downloader infections happen

03 What a downloader does after
execution

04 Warning signs

05 How to remove a downloader Trojan 06 Check for secondary infection

07 For business and managed devices 08 Prevention

09 Frequently asked questions

GRIDINSOFT
HELP CENTER

OFFICIAL SUPPORT GUIDE

D

Downloader Trojan: How It
Works, Downloader vs
Dropper, and Removal
A downloader Trojan connects to a remote source to fetch additional malware.
Learn how it differs from a dropper or loader, warning signs, cleanup, and
secondary-infection checks.

PUBLISHER

Gridinsoft Support

UPDATED

Aug 4, 2026

READ TIME

4 min

support.gridinsoft.com                                                                                        1 / 6



A downloader Trojan is malware whose main purpose is to connect to a remote location,
download additional components, and usually execute or install them. The first
downloader may be small and have limited features; the payload it retrieves can be
spyware, ransomware, an information stealer, a backdoor, or another loader.

Deleting the downloader does not remove a payload that already ran. Cleanup must cover the
complete infection chain and any credentials or systems exposed afterward.

01 Downloader vs dropper vs loader

Term Main behavior Network connection required?

Downloader Retrieves additional code or files from a remote
server.

Normally yes, at least for delivery.

Dropper Carries, extracts, or reconstructs a payload
already embedded in itself.

Not necessarily.

Loader Starts another payload, sometimes directly in
memory.

Depends on how the payload is
obtained.

Backdoor Provides continued unauthorized access or
remote commands.

Usually communicates with external
infrastructure.

Security vendors do not always use these names identically. One sample can combine
downloading, dropping, loading, and backdoor capabilities.

02 How downloader infections happen

Phishing links and attachments, including archives, scripts, and macro-enabled documents.

Fake software, browser, driver, or security updates.

Cracks, key generators, unofficial mods, cheats, and repacked installers.

Malicious advertisements and compromised websites.
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Exploitation of an unpatched application or internet-facing service.

Another malware component or attacker placing the downloader on an already compromised
system.

03 What a downloader does after execution

1. Checks the device, user, language, security tools, or virtual environment.

2. Creates persistence through a task, service, startup entry, or application setting.

3. Contacts one or more hard-coded or generated destinations.

4. Downloads an encrypted, compressed, or disguised payload.

5. Validates, extracts, injects, or executes the payload.

6. Reports success and may delete itself, remain for updates, or fetch more components.

04 Warning signs

An alert containing TrojanDownloader , Downloader , Loader , or a family-specific detection.

A document, script, or small executable starts a new process and then makes an unusual
network connection.

New files appear in temporary, startup, or application-data directories.

Security controls, browser settings, or update services change unexpectedly.

CPU, disk, or network activity increases after opening a suspicious file.

Several different malware alerts appear on the same device over a short period.

There may be no visible symptom. Downloaders are designed to complete the next stage quietly.

05 How to remove a downloader Trojan

1. Disconnect the device from the network to interrupt further payload retrieval and lateral
movement.
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2. Record the alert and source, including the file path, parent process, download URL,
original message, and time.

3. Run an updated full scan, not only a scan of the initially detected file.

4. Check persistence such as startup entries, scheduled tasks, services, browser extensions,
and newly created accounts.

5. Remove the delivery mechanism, including the malicious installer, document, script,
extension, or vulnerable application.

6. Patch the system and affected software before reconnecting it.

7. Rebuild when necessary if administrator access, memory-only payloads, lateral
movement, or integrity cannot be ruled out.

06 Check for secondary infection

Possible payload What to investigate

Information stealer Browser sessions, account logins, saved passwords, and tokens.

Ransomware Backup access, mass file changes, remote administration, and lateral movement.

Spyware or keylogger Credential access, screenshots, clipboard, and unusual data transfer.

Backdoor New services, remote tools, command traffic, and persistence on other hosts.

Cryptominer Sustained CPU/GPU use, new scheduled jobs, and mining-pool traffic.

If credential theft is possible, change passwords and revoke sessions from a clean device. Protect
email, identity-provider, VPN, administrator, and financial accounts first.

07 For business and managed devices

Search other endpoints for the same message, file hash, parent process, destination, and
account activity.

support.gridinsoft.com                                                                                        4 / 6



Block confirmed malicious infrastructure while preserving logs for investigation.

Review endpoint, identity, DNS, proxy, firewall, email, and cloud evidence together.

Protect backup and administrative systems before broad remediation.

Keep the affected device isolated until the security team confirms the full chain is
understood.

08 Prevention

Allow software only from verified publishers and controlled sources.

Block or isolate high-risk script and document behavior.

Keep operating systems, browsers, document readers, and internet-facing applications
patched.

Use least privilege, application control, web filtering, and endpoint behavior monitoring.

Teach users to report fake updates and unexpected archives instead of bypassing warnings.

09 Frequently asked questions

Is a downloader Trojan the final malware?

Usually not. Its purpose is to deliver another stage, and the retrieved payload may have
completely different capabilities.

Can a downloader work after its server is offline?

It may fail to fetch that payload, switch to another configured destination, or already have
delivered the next stage. An offline server does not prove the device is clean.

Is quarantine enough?

Quarantine can stop the detected component, but a complete response must determine whether
it created persistence, downloaded other malware, stole credentials, or reached additional
systems.
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NEED MORE HELP?

We are here when the guide is not enough.
Visit the Gridinsoft Support Center for current product guidance or submit a support request with
the details of your case.

Open this guide online at support.gridinsoft.com
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