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A darknet is an overlay network that uses the Internet but requires specific software,
configuration, or authorization to access. The dark web is web content hosted on such

networks. Tor is the best-known example, but the terms are not interchangeable.

Darknets support legitimate privacy, research, censorship-circumvention, and whistleblowing
uses. They also host fraud, illegal markets, stolen data, and malicious services. Access

technology does not make content trustworthy or activity consequence-free.

o Darknet vs. dark web

A darknet is the underlying private or anonymity-oriented overlay network; the dark web is the
collection of websites and web services hosted on darknets. Tor is a network and software
ecosystem, while an .onion site is dark-web content reached through it. In casual use, “darknet”

and “dark web"” are often used as synonyms, but the network/content distinction is more precise.

o2 Dark web vs. deep web

The deep web consists of ordinary content that search engines do not index: email, private cloud
files, subscription databases, banking portals, and intranets. Most deep-web content does not use
a darknet. The dark web is a much smaller category deliberately hosted on overlay networks and

reached through specialized addressing or software.

o3 How Tor onion services work

Tor routes traffic through multiple relays and can host onion services whose addresses end in
.onion . Connections to onion services remain within the Tor network and authenticate the onion
address cryptographically. This does not verify the operator’s honesty, remove malware, or make

a copied link safe.
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o2 Legitimate uses

e Accessing information under censorship or surveillance pressure.
e Protecting sensitive journalistic sources and communications.
e Publishing privacy-preserving versions of legitimate services.
e Security research and monitoring of exposed organizational data.

e Reducing direct exposure of a service’s network location.

os Common risks and scams

Users may encounter impersonation, fake marketplaces, exit scams, credential theft, malicious
downloads, illegal material, and law-enforcement operations. Directories and links can be
outdated or deliberately misleading. Cryptocurrency payments are usually difficult to reverse and

are not inherently anonymous.

os Does a darknet provide anonymity?

It can reduce direct network visibility, but anonymity can fail through browser configuration,
account reuse, downloaded documents, malicious scripts, endpoint compromise, payment trails,
timing analysis, or voluntary disclosure. Logging into a personal account can identify the user

regardless of the network path.

o7 Safety boundaries

Use only authorized, lawful purposes and obtain organizational approval before research. Keep
the Tor Browser and operating system updated, do not install unknown extensions, and avoid
opening downloaded files outside an isolated environment. Never upload corporate data or
credentials to “leak check” services. Security teams should use vetted intelligence providers and

documented evidence-handling procedures.
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o Dark-web monitoring limitations

Monitoring services cannot continuously search every private forum, encrypted channel, or newly
created market. A match may be old, duplicated, fabricated, or unrelated to the named
organization. Validate exposed data, determine its source and age, and focus on actions such as

credential rotation and incident investigation.

oo What to do if your data appears there

Preserve evidence without redistributing illegal or sensitive content. Change affected credentials,
revoke sessions and tokens, investigate the likely source, and notify legal, privacy, and law-
enforcement contacts as appropriate. Treat the listing as an indicator requiring validation—not

automatic proof of a new breach.

NEED MORE HELP?
We are here when the guide is not enough.

Visit the Gridinsoft Support Center for current product guidance or submit a support request with

the details of your case.

Open this guide online at support.gridinsoft.com
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