
CONTENTS

In this guide
01 What can qualify as cyberterrorism? 02 Cyberterrorism, cybercrime, and

hacktivism

03 How organizations reduce the risk

Cyberterrorism is the use of cyberattacks to intimidate or coerce a population,
organization, or government for political or ideological goals. The term is generally
reserved for attacks intended to cause serious disruption, fear, physical danger, or
damage to critical services. Not every data breach, website defacement, or online crime is
cyberterrorism.
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Cyberterrorism: Definition,
Examples, and Defense
Cyberterrorism is the use of cyberattacks to intimidate or coerce a population
or government for political or ideological goals, usually by threatening serious
disruption or harm.
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01 What can qualify as cyberterrorism?

Disrupting hospitals, transport, energy, communications, or emergency services.

Using destructive malware against public or critical infrastructure.

Launching a sustained DDoS attack to deny an essential service and create public fear.

Stealing sensitive information and threatening publication to pressure a government or
community.

Combining intrusions with coordinated disinformation to amplify panic or undermine trust.

The label depends on the attacker's intent, target, and expected impact, not only on the
technique used. Phishing, ransomware, or a DDoS attack can also be ordinary cybercrime when
the purpose is financial gain rather than ideological coercion.

02 Cyberterrorism, cybercrime, and hacktivism

Cybercrime usually seeks money, access, or stolen data. Hacktivism uses digital disruption to
promote a cause and may stop at protest or publicity. Cyberwarfare is normally associated with
state conflict. These categories can overlap, and investigators should avoid assigning motive
before reliable evidence exists.

03 How organizations reduce the risk

Prioritize patches for internet-facing and critical systems.

Require phishing-resistant MFA and least-privilege access for administrators.

Segment operational systems from office and public networks.

Maintain offline, tested backups and documented recovery priorities.

Use DDoS protection, centralized logging, and rehearsed incident-response procedures.

Prepare factual communication templates so an incident does not create avoidable
confusion.
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During an attack, protect life and essential services first, isolate affected systems, preserve
evidence, and involve the appropriate incident-response and public authorities. Avoid public
speculation about attribution while the investigation is incomplete.

NEED MORE HELP?

We are here when the guide is not enough.
Visit the Gridinsoft Support Center for current product guidance or submit a support request with
the details of your case.

Open this guide online at support.gridinsoft.com
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